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Poolscapes, by their very 
nature, are designed to 

complement the breathtaking 
beauty of the landscapes they 

take up residence in.PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN SHEFRIN

Presidential 
Pools, Spas & 
Patio Designs an 
Award-winning 
Poolscape in 
Arizona
BY NANCY A. RUHLING

Pentair automation and 
technology solutions create a 

dramatic and efficient pool, spa, 
and outdoor living space

The vanishing-edge pool, which 
has three fire features and sheer 

descents, and the vanishing-
edge spa, which becomes a 

fountain when not in use, take 
their visual cues from each other.

A trio of bubblers directly in back 
of the main house sets the tone 
for the project, which includes 
a pool with jets and a spa that 
transforms into a fountain.

day or night, they can be daring and dramatic. 
An award-winning design in Arizona’s 
Paradise Valley, for instance, brings a bit of 
magic to the majestic mountains that 
surround it.

The project was designed by Arizona-
based Presidential Pools, Spas & Patio, which 
has built more than 30,000 residential pools.

Presidential Pools, which is independently 
ranked the No. 1 pool builder in Arizona by 
Pool & Spa News, and is the second largest in 
the country, uses Pentair products in all its 
projects.

“Pentair products are built for commercial 
pools,” says CEO Tim Murphy, who founded 
Presidential Pools in 1991. “We use them not 
only in our commercial pools but also in our 
residential pools because they are more than 
strong enough to handle them.”

Murphy credits Pentair’s innovative 
products with helping to put its projects on 
the cutting edge.

“Pentair, for instance, created the 
variable-speed pump in 2007,” he says. “It cuts 
power usage by 70 percent in residential 
pools. And the Pentair heat pump is also 
energy efficient.”

The backyard of the nearly two-acre 
property with views of the Camelback and 
Mummy Mountains features tennis and 
basketball courts, a substantial putting green, 
a cabana equipped with a pool table and a 
flat-screen TV, and a pergola with a latticed 
roof.

The house is built on a hillside, and Marc 
Scott, luxury pool designer at Presidential 
Pools, was able to play with the elevations to 
get everything to connect visually. “The pool, 
for instance, is elevated and follows the 
natural slope of the property,” he noted.

All the elements are connected via 
limestone walkways and decking that 
complement the home’s exterior color and 
finish. Patches of artificial turf reference the 
fronds of the tall palms.

When night falls, the poolscape puts on a 
dazzling light show that plays out against the 
backdrop of the mountains. The Pentair 
IntelliBrite 5G color-changing LED lights in 
the pool and the spa are reinforced by the 
three laminar deck jets that, too, alter their 
hues on cue.

“With everything lit up, it feels like a 
high-end resort,” Scott says. “It’s impressive and 
relaxing.”

Because the property was so large, Scott 

envisioned it as a series of intimate 
social-gathering spaces, where people can 
congregate and chat, whether they are 
floating on an inflatable tube in the water or 
standing poolside sipping a cocktail.

“The owner is an interior designer and she 
wanted a place to entertain family and 
clients,” Scott noted. “She sees the house as a 
showplace for her work.”

“What makes it so spectacular is the 
combination of amenities,” Scott says. “And it 
was designed so that it complements the 
contemporary architecture of the house, 
which has large windows in the back that look 
out at the mountains and the pool space. The 
transition between indoors and outdoors is 
seamless.”

The main component of his design is a 
dynamic blue-tiled vanishing-edge pool sited 
right outside the cabana; its water falls into a 
basin below that features four bubblers. The 
pool has three sheer descents topped off by 
long, rectangular fire channels. A trio of jets 
arc gracefully over the water for aesthetic 
reasons; they also are a source of sound.

The pool connects to the oversized 
vanishing-edge spa, which when not in use 
transforms into a vibrant decorative feature 
via a telescopic fountain.

“I’m particularly excited about the three step 
pads in front of the spa that go into the pool,” Scott 
says, “because on each side they lead to a 
destination – the cabana and the pergola. I don’t get 
many opportunities to include a feature like this, but 
the large size of the property made this possible.”

Another trio of bubblers, positioned directly in 
front of the back porch of the house, invites people 
to explore the palm-tree-studded property. The 
poolscape’s beauty belies the complex technology 
behind it, which was achieved with Pentair lighting, 
water features, fire features and sanitizer, 
circulation, and automation systems.

“With the Pentair systems, everything can be 
activated remotely via smartphone and can be 
synced with the home’s automation system,” Scott 
says. “Because this was such an elaborate project, 
we used all the top-end Pentair TradeGrade 
equipment available.”

Scott says that the goal of the project was to 
make a visual impact. The design was a success 
resulting in a 2018 Association of Pool & Spa 
Professionals Gold Award in the “Concrete, 
Vanishing Edge (601 square feet or more)” category.

“When it was completed, the owner held a party 
for everyone who worked on it,” he says. “With the 
lighting, it felt like we were going to an awards show 
that had a red carpet rolled out for us.”
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CASE STUDY 

Pentair – Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Pentair is a leading manufacturer of swimming pool equipment including pumps, filters, heaters, controls and 
automatic cleaners.  They are passionate about being a “Industry Leader” in all phases, applying that leadership 
philosophy to everything they do.  That includes the strategy and execution of marketing tactics and paid media 
efforts. 

Challenge 
Pool equipment is not exactly a “sexy” consumer product like the newest Tesla or iPhone. In all honesty, a consumer 
is not likely bragging to their neighbor about the new variable speed pump they’re saving up to buy. Instead, they’re 
talking about the “dream” pool they plan to build, which will likely include a suite of Pentair products when it is a 
reality. 

Solution 

Shift the focus from the equipment to the end result that consumers really care about, a jaw-dropping pool. We 
introduced this idea In 2016, when we presented the strategy of leveraging content that focused on a “Powered by 
Pentair” theme.  It included opportunities to highlight this message via sponsored content, print exposure, and social 
media. Fast forward three years and Pentair’s paid content strategy has been elevated to a level that is transforming 
the industry and encouraging publications to re-think how they engage with their audiences. 

The SYNERGi Approach 

The success of the program starts with a new approach to sponsored content.  Most clients view sponsored content 
with the thought that if are paying for it, they want to control every aspect of the writing.  Unfortunately, what usually 
results is a product-focused article that reads like a stale brochure.  We take a different approach, one that takes the 
writing out of the client’s hands and into that of a seasoned writer with industry experience. The result is a piece of 
content that is enjoyable to read and speaks to their readers needs, create real value.  This content is then adapted 
for multiple channels (print/web/social) and strategically placed in front of key audiences. 


